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Remembering Former
Louisiana Governor,

Edwin Washington Edwards

The Louisiana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists was
saddened to hear of the passing of Former Louisiana Governor
Edwin Washington Edwards on July 12, 2021. The Board, on
behalf of public consumers of psychological services and licensed
psychologists in Louisiana, would like to express its condolences to
his wife Trina, his children, family, friends and citizens of the state
of Louisiana who are mourning the loss of Governor Edwards. In
gratitude and recognition of his support for the profession of
psychology, the LSBEP dedicates this newsletter to his memory.

Prior to his first term as Governor of Louisiana, Senator Edwin
Edwards sponsored SB159 and ultimately signed on as Co-sponsor
of HB569 by Representatives Mouton and LeBlanc of the 1964
Legislative Session. Governor McKeithen signed the legislation on
July 16, 1964 officially making it Act 347 of the 1964 Legislative
Session and creating the La. State Board of Examiners of
Psychologists.

To honor his memory, we take a look back at newspaper clippings
from that era from the Associated Press, Times Picaune (New
Orleans), and The Sunday Advocate (Baton Rouge) capturing the
original intent of Act 347 and the hard work that Louisiana
Psychology put into ensuring their practice was regulated,
respected, and held to uniformly high standards.

Continued on pages 2-5
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\Group Proposes Legislation
For Licensing Psychologists

| Proposed legislation to certify]
qualified clinical psychologists
asd to prosecute unqualified

| practiticners was wnanimousl

|at the final session of its an-
iml moet here.

Dr. James Allan Long, clin-

'professor of psychiatry at To-

lane Medical School, said that §

Loulsiasa tly has po sta-
tute or board of certification to|
|protect the public from tmunli-‘;
(fied or unethical individuals
|who set themselves up as “psy-
‘mbm.n
Statutory licensing, a board of}
examination and certification,|
|and provisions for prosecuting|
unlicensed ‘“‘psychologists”™ now!
prevall in 26 states, he said.
The proposed legislation would)
provide for a board of exami-|
|pers, such as the State Board of|
‘.\(cdical Examiners, and would
provide machinery of eaforce-|
|ment against Individunls prac
ticing clinical psyc y with-|
out qualitications er a license.
Dr. Long said the Louisiana|
Psychological Association is|
presently aware of “about a
dozen and a hall individuals
who proclaim themselves as
psychoiogists in the yellow pages
{of the telephone books and we
{bave had complaints from indi-
viduals who have suffered at
their bands, but are hamstrung
Jin any attempts to curb their
-l activities.”
1 He said the legisla-
tion would restrict the words,
*|“phychologist' and *'psycbologi-
Tlcal * consultant,” to persoms|
ljudged competent by a state|
Y hoard of cxaminers. The pur-
tiposo of the legislation, he said,
Slis to protect the public from
}] incompetent and unethical indi-
viduals, to raise standards of
ipn.ctic:- and training i:mlﬁ
e WM" pnc{icing |
elistans, and 10 establish the
olstatus of the properly trained)
*;Eycbologisl in the-eyes of the|
Ailaw, |

-1 At the present time, Louish-
! ana’s qualified psychologists are
~|policing themselves by certifi-
{cation throéigh a professional or-
¥ ganization of their own, Lotisi-
*lana Psychologists Inc., of which
“\Dr. Long is presiient. Persoss
' needing counseling from a clio-
ical psychelogist can protect
|themselves by asking to see
|papers of certification from this
group.

| adopted Saturday by the Louisl-| (8
|ama Psychological Association’' =

cal psychologist and assistant §

* * * * * *

|

PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT-ELECT - Dr. Joal R.
Butler, associate professor of psychology at LSU, chals
with Dr. Allea Long, department of psycholgy at the Tu-
lase School of .\(oditino], New f)r!mmh,e:et a wnumng‘&l \hLz
Louisians Psychological Association . B X,
president-clect of the group and Long .sp“ e

Psychologists |
Board Proposed |
' In New Measure:

| A bill in the Senate would
create a staje board to po-
lice persons who represent
themselves as psychologists,

Sen. Edwin W. Edwards,
Crowlay, handed in the bill
Wednesday to provide for
certification regulation

| of paychologists,

The bill would create a
five-member state board of
examiners of psychologists
and prescribe its powers
and duties,

Such & board is needed |
“to safeguard life, health,
ropcﬂy and the public wel-
are of this state, and in or-
der to protect the people of
this state agalost unauthor-
fzed, t:zqus]hﬁed m&d im-
peoper  application psy-
chology,” the bill sasd.

For a persea to practice
with certification would be a
misdemeanor. A maximuom

Ity for violatioa would
sot at $300 fine and Im-
prisonment of six months.

{Bill to Certify
, Psychologists

"Described Here

| Dr. Joel Butler, preaident-
{elect of the Louisiana Psycho‘
|logical Association, Friday told
{members of the board of the)
|Baton Rouge Association for

E |Meotal Health that a bill for

iomilicat'm psy
\will prevent persoms who are
.ot qualified from practicing

' |

3 Clinical psychologists who are|
.|not qualified te do so.
1| He sald the psychelogical as-
a|sociation will present the bill
fifor acticn by the Legislature
.| this session,
| The Baton Rouge Association)
a|for Mental Heailth passed a res-
- |clution the pro-
]posed legislation following his)
o |talk,
Also at Friday's meeting, the|
+/board of the
Lito bave a business seesion with
¢/DO_program June 11 :
The slate of mew officers will

‘ ; be presented for election at that

time.
y.| George Saporito, diroctor of |
“Ithe Loulsiana Association for
©!Mental Health, told the local
r'group Friday of the present
¥lstate planning on mental health.|
~ ‘The board unani ap-
l‘})nwed the following as new
|members of the board: Jason
* Diaville, Mrs Joel Forrest,!
% Frank LeBlape, Mrs, Joha G.
3\ 1ewis, Mrs. H C. Rein-
~|berg, Dr. Borpard F. Sliger and
1. Weston Devilller. §

| Following the board meeting,
£ithe regular monthly program
¥ !meeting was beld. The present
¥ |program in Louisiana for the re-
it |tarded child was the topic of the
I |program. Dave Boroman, direc-
“|ter of socjnl services at East

Leuislana State Hospital, was!

- guest speaker.
), He was introduced by Deryll
'|Torbert, executive director of
1| the Baten R
Retarded Children,
-- = .

-

e Association for

!
i
2
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THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW C

?’sycholo_g_ists Ask —.S_tandar_g~{

Bill to Certify
Psychologists |
Described Here |

Dr. Joel Butler, presideat-|
elect of the Louisiana Psycho-
fogical Assoclation, Friday told |,
members of the board of the'
Baton Rouge Association for|
Menta! Hesith that a bill o
certification of psychologistsi,
will prevent who are|,
not qualified from practicing,
psy chology. |

Dr. Butler, essor of poy-||
chology 8t . sald at pres-|
ent there sre many persons in¢
Louisiana who are practicing asj|
clinical psychologists who are|'
not qualified to do so. )

fle said the psychological 3s-)
socistion will present the bill),
for sction by the Legisinture|
this session. i

The Baten Rouge Asocmim‘.
for Ments! Health passed a res-
jolutica supportisg the pro-i
‘po‘?d logislation following his

talk.

Also at Friday’s meeting, ibe|
hoard of the asseciation agreed
to have a business session with
ino program June 11. |

The slate of new officers willf:

, be presented for election at thatit
time. 1
George Saporito, director of|
“ithe Louisiana Assoclstion for|:
"'Mental Health, told the localls
*|group ‘Friday of the praem|
*lstate planaing oa mental health. |
The board unanimeusly sp-
€| proved the following a5 new
! of the board: Jason
- Diaville, Mrs. Joel Forrest,]
O |¥rack LeBlanc, Mrs. Jobn G.
0|Lewls, Mrs. Henry C. Reln-
* berg, Dr. Bernard F. Sliger and
=13, Westen Dovilller,
| Following the board meedng.l
Fithe regular monthly program
¥ 'meeting was beld, The present !
Y]pfognmmlmum(mu;ere:
#|tarded child was the toplc of the|,
| program. Dave Bornman, direc-
~ tor of social services at East
| Louisiuna State Hospital, v.sl
- guest speaker.
\\ He was intred by Deryl!
?|Torbert, executive ditgctor ‘
I the Batan Rouge Associatios for
(| Retarded Children. A
e Pomarhad MWinstam |

Seck to Prosecute Thooc‘
Unqualified ‘

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)-|
The Llouisisna Psychologicall
liAssociation endarsed aSturday,
|proposed legislation to sel up
|machisery for certifying quaﬁ—l
tled clinical psychologists and
;Jrnsmting quacks. {

The group made up of gr
gate  clinical  psychologisls
voted unanimously to endorse
the proposal at an annual meet-
ing hare.

}

The propesal has beea under| -

study about two years.

Dr. James Allan Long, clinical
psychologist and assistant pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Tulane
Medical School, said Louisiana
has no statute or board of cer-
Uification 1 protect the public|
from ungualified or unethical
persons who set themselves up!
23 a “'psychologist.”
| Be said Saturday licensing, al
board of examinstion and certh-|
|fication and provisions for pros-|
lecuting unlicensed psyehologists!
Inow exist In 25 slates.
| The propesed legislation would
{provide for a beard of exami-
Iners and machinery fo enforce
the law agafnst individuals who
{practice ~ ¢linical peycholegy!
Twithout qualifications or &3
lloense, I
| Leag seid the gssoclation ks|
laware of “about a dozen and a%
ihaf Individuals who procisim||
tbemselves as psychologists -In
the yellow pages of the tele-,
{phone books and have had
Iplainis irom individuals
have sufféred at their ba
but sre hamstrung in any
tempts i curb thelr activities.®

Hhe said the propesed legls-
|lation woald restrict use of the
‘Wm "P"Y=’ hv“n “ﬂd Py

s conmultant” to per|

"\soms  judged  compelent by 8|
Wstate board of exsminers,

% Purpose of the leglslation, bei

dsald, is to protect the public|

incompetent and unethieal)

9 o raise standards of

- tpraetice and training  among

peychologists In Lot
tistang, amxl o establish the!
1i3ts_ms of the properly
s peychologist in the eyes of the
tilaw.

THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS,

La. PSycbologist l"tsi!y, sald the bill would pre
. - ivont mqmm froc
Unit Plans Bill pracicig gy. He saic
SR La (M e g
BATON ROUG b __jiSiana Wi .pr"llﬂls
if D, Joel qu-wimmm fﬂ?‘?&:ﬁ'&“m do e
o) ] $0.

of the Loulslana Psychological| e was speakisg 0 the boare

(| Associstion, said ‘bere the as-| s
Nociaticn will present to_the|o e R Assaciatior
{1964 state Legisiature a bill re- or' Memtal Hoao®.
quiring certification of cho-|

In the Loulsiana. s GETS FOOD
utler, professor of psycho ACORA — Ghana is recelving

.I"ﬁ- at' Louislana _State " Uni-'food from the United States.

B-" ‘ c n-iy Bt incss nossion, the boar
l o e l i Georme Saporito, director o
. |the Loulstsna Associstion, telc
Psychologists (==, gp 2emecser s
t stale ing on men
. 3 tal bealth.
Sa‘d Deswab'e Dave Rornman, director o
social ma:;a l;!l. ;l‘;: I.oul‘;l
. .ll‘-!m N e On U
The president-elect ‘o( lhe; t state grogram for re
Loulsisna Psychological Asso-itarded children al the geners
clation says fhe asscistion|meeting following the beard ses
will ask the legisiature to pass 5106
2 bill for certification of W‘p Tbed bua:rdfo&n!imusly at
chologlsts lo prevent the prac-!m":am ¢ MWES d“ ne\
; W
bice of clinical peychology BY | Diaville, Mrs. Joel Forres
unqaalified persons. Frank LeBlane, Mrs. Jobn C
* _Dr. Joel Butler said there m'k:;labrum Hr.;i S(l; Relr
many unqualified persons . Dr. Berpard ¥. Sliger an
ypncudng as clinteal pry-|J. Weston Dovillier,

1
Hecslio supparting the bl New Board Sought

+ma Blie of proposed o(ﬂf:srsi BATON ROUGE [AP)-A
of association will beli|in the Senate would creat
for election at a Juneisiate board fo police

‘;lvbo reprosent (hemselves

S

| s,
{" Sen Edwin W. Edwards, C

imember slate board of &
| Long was elected president of || ey of paychologists and
the Association. He succeeded seribe Ite powers and du
Dr. Rooald Pryor, chief of thel] ~ — ==
Idepartmmt of bospitals’ plan—‘v— . . -
lning - divislon, The president-)

elest-is Dr. Joe! R. Butler ofli

the LSU Department ofvPagi
o mﬁ'
4 Dr. Linda  Cleutats

Medical School profeSsir, Was
elected sccré;ﬂryllﬂﬂl". §

d
il

H
"
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|set

To Protect Public

La. Act 347 Licenses Psychologists

To protect the public from ill-
trained persons and ‘“out and out
quacks” is the purpose of Act 347
enacted by the Louisiana Legis-
lature, said Dr. Joel R. Butler, as-
sistant professor of Psychology.

The 1964 act, signed by Gov. Mec-
Keithen July 16, provides for the
licensing of all persons who would
practice psychology in Louisiana.

Licenses will be granted through
the newly-created State Board of
Examiners of Psychologists. The
board is a five-member panel of
which each member must have at
least five years experience and
have held a doctoral degree in
psychology for at least five years.

Di Qualificati

At a meeting of the Louisiana
Psychologists Association in Lafa-
yette, Nov. 20-21, University psy-
chologists and graduate students
joined with psychologists from
across the state to discuss the
qualifications for membership un-
der the new act and to make appli-
cation for licenses to the state
board.

Under this act all persons prac-
ticing and rendering services as a
psychologist, whether it be in pri-
vate practice, state hospitals or
industry, must be licensed. By
1966, licenses will be issued only
to those persons who hold a Ph.D.
in psychology and have had at
least two years experience.

Governor Appoints Two

Butler and Dr. Joseph G. Daw-
son, University psychologists, have
been appointed to the state board
by the governor. They, along with
the other members of the panel,
will guide the policies and pro-

The Louisiana Psychollogical
Association met here Friday
night to honor several mem
bers of the legislature who spon-
sored a bill to license psycho-
logists. The meeting was" held
at the Town House.

Present at the meeting. was
State Senator Edwin Edwards
who received a special award
from the group in apprecia-
:l‘ol? for his introduction of the
DI
{Rep. J. Luke LeBlanc
Rep. Edgar Mouton, both of
i Lafayette, introduced the hill
in the house. Mouton, however,
!was unable to attend.

The new bill is designed to

duals.

Edwards’s from Crowley.
plus

standards for psychologist

State Psychologisis Honor
Legislators At Local Meet

tected from unqualified indivi-

Previously. anyone who wish-
ed to do so could call himself
a ‘“peychologist” and establish
an office, even though he had
received no formal training.)

Under the bill,
standards need to be niet and
a degree in the field of psy-
chology is necessary.

Also honored at the meeﬁng‘
was Mrs. Sylvia Roberts, attor-
ney for the group, whose as-;
sistance was instrumental in
passage of the bill.

The bill creates a board
of examiners in
and licenses them to practice|
in the state. The board is com-
so that the public will be pro-'posed of Doctor J. Robert But-|

visions set up in the licensing act,
during its formative period.

It is the purpose of this act to
establish high standards and a set
of ethics for those persons prac-
ticing psychology in the state, But-
ler said. It is now a misdemeanor
for a person to misrepresent him-
self as a psychologist, and one so
doing is subject to fine up to $500
and imprisonment up to six
months, he continued.

Cannot Advertise

Under this act, psychologists
cannot advertise or charge exhorb-
itant fees for unqualified work,
Butler said. He cited as an ex-
ample a person in Alexandria who
advertised along the highway with
a sign which read, “Palm Reader
and Psychologist.”

Phychologists serve the public
not only in private practice and
medical centers, but also in med-
ical research and in industry
through their knowledge of ‘re-
search design,” Butler said. Be-
cause of a psychologists’s training
in research methods, he is quali-
fied to assist medical people in ex-
perimental design projects and in-
dustry with such problems as ‘‘per-
sonnel selection” and ‘‘group sen-
sitivity,”” he continued.

This act is not only an advance-
ment for psychology, but also fur-
ther protection for the public, But-
ler said. Louisiana is the thirty-
second state to require licensing of
psychologists.

y— -

Lloyd Rowland.

academic

psychololgy ||

ler, Joseph Daw.
Hawkins, Ronald

son, | W

Vo

./ish bond.

= —a

'SENATE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
BILLS INTRODUCED:
8157, Edwards — To require
deputy court reporters to furn-

S158, Edwards — To set upi
standards for licenses in pest|
or rodent control work. |

S159, Edwards — To estab-|
[lish State Board of Examiners
of Psychologists and to set up
standards.

5160, Edwards — To set up
regulations for water well con-|-
tractors and to establish Board
of Examiners for Water Well
Contractors.

S161, Clemons et al — To fix
additional salaries which p ar-
ishes may pay to district
judges. !

5162, O’Keefe et al — to pro-

vide tax credits on gas sever-,
ance tax to certain manufac-|
| turers.
;| 8163, O’Keefe et al — To|
:lamend constitution to allow tax|
;leredit on gas severance tax to
icertain manufacturers, i
1 S164, Mollere — To permit |
crediting claims or judgments
|against the state against tax
f liabilities. |
| S165, Montgomery — To au-|
|thorize gravity drainage dis-
itricts to enter into cooperative
| agreements with federal agen-
cies.
[ 8166, Montgomery — To es-
M T ———

\
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PSYCHOLOGISTS MEET — Members of
the Louisiana Psychological Association met
in Lafayette Friday and Saturday. Shown at
the session, from left, are Dr. Joseph Daw-
son, LSU, Baton Rouge; Dr. William Hawk-

Psychologists :
Licensed Here
For First Time

Twenty-six psychologists weré
licensed here yesterday under
glrpvisions of a new law passed

the 1964 legislative session.

The five-man State Board of
Examiners of Psychologists in-
dicated that additional applica-
tions are. pending and will be
acted upon by the bhoard as
soon as they are completed.

The examining board consists
of Dr.Joseph Dawson, chair-
man; Ronald Pryor, vice chair-
man, and Dr. William A. Haw-
kins, Dr. Joel Butler and Dr.
Loyd Rowland. :

Included in the first group to
be licensed were Edwin O. Tim-
mons, Martha L. Kelly, William
A.. Hawkins, ‘Ralph Mason Dre-
ger, Kenneth D. Hait, Felicia A.

Pryor, Irwin A. Berg, Barbara
F. Rothschild, Geraldine Catan-
zaro, Howard Rosenblatt, Ed-
ward’ McLaughlin, Gerald Fish-
er, James Morriss, Daniel Mum-
power, Margaret Cassel, Ronald
Pryor, Michael Distefano,

rert; Cassel, | Lorain

2 Nov: 22, 1964 %A

ins, private practice, Lafayette; Dr. Ron-
ald Pryer, Central Louisiana State Hospital,
Pineville, and Dr. J. Robert Butler, LSU,
Baton Rouge. J

; Psychologists |

S 518
b (S 25 T

Honor Solons

For New Bill

| LAFAYETTE — The Louisi-
lana Psychological Association,
which met in Lafayette Friday
and Saturday, honored mem-
|bers of the Legislature who
Isponsored a bill to license
psychologists.

Present at the gathering Fri-
day night was State Sen. Ed-
win Edwards of Crowley, who
received a special award from
the group in appreciation for
introducting the bhill

Rep. J. Luke LeBlanc of La-

fayette and Rep. Edgar Mou-
ton, both of Lafayette, intro-
duced the bill in the House.
Mouton was unable to attend.

The new bill is designed to
set standards for psychologists
so that the public will he pro-
tected from unqualified indivi-
!duals. - i

Previously, anyone  who
wished to do so could call him-
self a ‘“psychologist’ and es-
tablish an office, even though
he had received no formal
training, Dr. J. Robert Butler
of Baton Rouge said. Under the
bill, academic standards need
to be met and a degree in the
field of psychology is necessary,
it was pointed out.

Also honored at the meeting
was Mrs. Sylvia Roberts, attor-
ney for the group, whose as-

sistance was instrumental in

passage of the bill, Dr. Butler

Psyclibldgisfs‘
Plan Meeting
In Lafayette

The new licensing law for
practicing psychologists in Lou-
isiana will be discussed at a
two-day meeting of the Louisi-
ana Psychological Association in
Lafayette, beginning tomorrow.

During the meeting, legislat-
ors who helped in the passage
of the law will be honored. They
include Sen. Edwin Edwards,
Crowley, and representatives
Luke LeBlanc and Edgar Mou-~
ton, Lafayette.

The meeting will open with
registration at the Town House
Motel at 1 p.m. tomorrow. A dis-
cussion of the state licensing
board of examiners of psychol-
ogists and qualifications of psy-
chologists will follow at 2:30
p.m. Leading the discussion will
be Ropald Pryer, chairman, and
John Roitzsch, Linda Cleutat,
and Joel Butler.

Further discussion on the sub-
ject will begin at 3:30 p.m., with
a panel including Joseph Daw-
son, chairman; Pryer, vice
chairman; William Hawkins;
Butler; and Sylvia Roberts,

board attorney.

‘| Following a cocktail hour at
6 pm. will be a dinner, at
which distinguished service
awards will be presented to the
legislators. Chairman of the
dinner will be J. Allen Long.

Business meetings are sche-
duled for Saturday from 9 to 12
noon, with Long as chairman.

Representing the psy:
gists were Dr. Butler and Dr.
Joseph Dawson, both of LSU;
Dr. William Hawkins, prac-
ticing psychologist from Lafa-
yette, Dr. Ronald Pryer of
Pineville and Dr. Lloyd Row-
(land of New Orleans, who make'
fup the state Board of Exam-
'iners for Psychologists.

A business session closed the
board meeting Saturday at
noon. |
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A Farewell Address from
Dr. Amy Henke

Whew! What a year for LSBEP — COVID-19, HB-477, online meetings
and oral exams, testifying at legislative committees, and working non-
stop on financial sustainability. These are only a few of the highlights of
the past year. | have been so honored to serve as LSBEP Board
Chairperson this year and while I’'m sad to be leaving, I know the Board
members who remain are equally committed to collaborative progress
with public safety as their primary mission.

In my opening address to the Psychology community one year ago, |
discussed five primary goals for my Chairperson term. | thought I would
use this final article to review those goals and their various states of

Appointed: 9282016 progress over the last year. My initial goal dated back to my days serving
Viee-Chair: 7/2172019-7/17/2020  on LPA’s Executive Council, where I brought up concerns with ASPPB’s
Chair: 7/17/2020 - Present introduction of the EPPP-2. | worked hard over this past year to work

collaboratively with ASPPB and initiate discussion among member

jurisdictions (all the Boards across the USA and Canada) to ensure our
voices were heard by the ASPPB Board and staff. ASPPB, in turn, has engaged in an internal audit process
where they have sought consultation regarding members’ perceptions and future directions for the
organization. ASPPB has not yet committed to the request made by member jurisdictions to allow licensure
candidates to take the EPPP-2 regardless of whether the state formally adopts the exam as a requirement for
licensure. However, they do appear more open to discussions and input from member jurisdictions.
Additionally, a vote was held during a recent Chair meeting (an ASPPB meeting of all Board Chairs across
the USA and Canada) and this vote was unanimous in encouraging ASPPB to allow admission to the EPPP-
2 for all member jurisdictions. The Chair of this group (the “chair of board chairs”) also wrote a letter, co-
signed by all Board chairs who were present outlining our concerns about the EPPP-2 and our request for
collaborative input and decision making. We believe this is of utmost importance to ensure our
psychologists have flexibility and options, without mandating this exam at this time. Anything less would be
a punishment for states that choose not to implement the EPPP-2. | cannot express strongly enough how
important it is for Louisiana to have an active voice within ASPPB. | hope future iterations of LSBEP will
remain vocal and involved.

My second goal for LSBEP involved revising, updating, and utilizing our current jurisprudence exam for
use as a continuing professional development tool for Louisiana Psychologists. For this goal, credit truly
must go directly to LSBEP’s jurisprudence committee, consisting of Vice Chair, Dr. Gina Gibson, and
Members, Dr. Michelle Moore and Dr. Shannae Harness. Through their hard work over the last year, the
Board has finalized an updated exam for use not only with licensure applicants, but also as a CPD option for
licensees. We believe this fulfills the Board’s mission by offering licensees a clear way to review and study
Louisiana law and rules as well as diversify LSBEP’s revenue streams for continued financial sustainability.
| want to voice my appreciation for this committee and the significant time and expertise that was
volunteered for this effort!

Third, a discussion has begun regarding the utility of specialty titles. Based on surveys through ASPPB
conducted from 2017- 2019, many states allow the use of specialty titles via nationally recognized
certification boards, but Louisiana is one of the only states that offers specialty titles as part of our initial
licensure. My personal belief is that significant time would be saved if we followed the guidelines suggested
by ASPPB (not everything they do irritates me!) regarding Health Service Psychologist (HSP) and General
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Applied Psychologist (GAP). It is my belief that the specialty titles are routinely manipulated and misused
by licensees and that these titles better belong in the scope of optional certification agencies such as the
American Board of Professional Psychology (ABPP). | believe that LSBEP should absolutely hold
candidates for licensure to high standards, but that these standards must reflect entry-level independent
practice. A specialty title suggests specialty training above and beyond entry-level practice and is
misleading to the public. We have already begun steps to better ensure licensure candidates understand the
importance of practicing within their area of training through updated competency forms and more
comprehensive interviews and discussion regarding intended areas of practice. | hope that this discussion
will continue in my absence.

Fourth, it was important to me to remain personally accessible and approachable to licensees through
regular communication and collaboration. | have been fortunate to have many discussions, through our
semi-regular newsletters, “Weekly Wednesday” emails, and personal dialogue with many Psychologists. I
have enjoyed hearing others’ perspectives and educating my colleagues on the realities, responsibilities, and
limitations of LSBEP. | have made a concerted effort to discuss our budget, income, and expenses at
virtually every meeting I’ve led. I have also consciously made a point to seek feedback from the Psychology
community on a variety of issues, but with special emphasis on LSBEP’s financial sustainability. Spoiler
alert — despite isolated cries to the contrary, there is no easy or simple solution. For anyone who wants to
try, 1 sincerely support you in running for the Board and encourage you to feel free to contact me with any
questions about service on LSBEP. The Board works best with invested, involved, positive, and diverse
groups of Psychologists who are willing to accept the scrutiny of their colleagues, the attention of the
legislature, and the responsibility to the public in fulfilling the Board’s mission of public protection.

Lastly, my self-proclaimed theme (borrowed from our first public member, Mr. Chance McNeely) for this
year has been to “Step Into The Present.” For many years, the Board has functioned on a shoe-string budget
despite growing legal expenses and challenges related to an increasingly litigious population. For example,
Louisiana receives approximately 25-30 complaints in a fiscal year, where similarly Psychologist-populated
states such as Oklahoma report receiving approximately 6-8 in a year. The Board has been engaged in
significant steps towards financial sustainability following major expenses, largely related to necessary
[read: not optional, unavoidable, obligatory] legal costs. LSBEP also continues to work towards automating
processes and improving efficiency. We are committed to providing our one full-time employee additional
assistance and ending the martyr culture that has existed during our times of financial austerity.

Stepping into the present is more than just a slogan. It is an action, and this action is often painful. | want to
acknowledge and recognize that changing processes that have been in place for decades is difficult and
messy. Once upon a time, Psychology was a very small profession where colleagues casually regulated one
another, discipline was often informal, and standards were lower. As professions evolve, grow, and gain
stature, our licensing agency must also evolve. We must hold ourselves to higher standards. We cannot
demand the same respect given to well-established professions like Medicine yet continue to insist upon
remaining under-regulated. Regulations, expectations, and shared understanding of our role and scope are
what defines well-regarded professions. We cannot afford to flippantly regulate ourselves back to the
1970’s, a time I’m told was punctuated by managing the Board office from the trunk of Board members’
automobiles. We must respect the hard work that went into securing our Board; this goes without saying.
We owe so much to those intrepid early Psychologists who fought for legitimization through self-regulation.
I believe the best way to honor our professional heritage is to live in today’s world and continuously strive
for better. This is the privilege and the charge of maintaining an independent licensing board.

What is the alternative to regulation? I suppose we could insist our field is above regulation, doesn’t need
regulation, and won’t stand for practice parameters. Please know that many other professions who are
fighting for legitimacy would love to take our place in these conversations. Anyone up for changing our
name to life coaches so we can avoid all this government intrusion? It’s a hard pass for me. [ want to be a
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Psychologist with high standards for myself and my colleagues. | want the people who seek our services to
feel safe when they are at their most vulnerable. It is bizarre to me that some of my fellow Psychologists
feel differently.

Not all my goals were accomplished this year and it is difficult to leave feeling as though | have unfinished
work to do. But progress is often defined through change, and it is important that Board members rotate
through to ensure new ideas and that diversity of expertise and opinion remain constant. As frequently
discussed at Board meetings, and particularly in discussions | have had with my fellow Board Member and
friend, Dr. Greg Gormanous, incorporating new information and subsequently changing your mind is a
healthy part of group process and personal development. Something that has resonated with me over the last
few years is the importance of shutting up and listening to every angle of a problem. This is hard for me. |
talk a lot and have endless opinions. | am also stubborn with a tendency towards sometimes brutal candor.
(I’11 continue working on this in therapy).

On a practical level, this has taught me that the main qualities a Board Member needs for success are an
open, curious thought process, a steadfast focus on public safety, and a bird’s eye view of national and
international trends. Nowhere has this been clearer to me than the topic of unlicensed assistants. When |
began my tenure on the Board, I was absolutely confident (annoying so, I’'m sure) that I would never accept
or endorse registration of these assistants. Over time, with new information about the misuses of these
assistants, the realities of the dangers they present when they are unknown and unregulated, and my
discussions with legislators and their surprise that we would allow this loophole in our professional practice,
my opinion has shifted. I was particularly struck by our legislators’ shock during my testimony on HB-477.
They could not believe that our profession would allow people to have unsupervised contact with vulnerable
populations without even a background check. As was pointed out, one cannot interact with anyone in
health care, from a Physician to the CNA who changes the bedpan, without some kind of assurance of their
safety and regulation. Why does Psychology accept a lower standard? | encourage everyone to watch the
video of this legislative committee hearing to learn more about the expectations our legislature has for a
licensing board in protecting the public. * And an apology to former Board Chair, Dr. Darla Burnett, who |
think was the first person | obnoxiously confronted with my since changed beliefs on this issue!

What are some final take-a-ways of Board service? Wow, five years is a long time and government moves
really slowly! Ok, that’s true. However, outside of clinical work, this has also been the most rewarding
experience of my professional life, by far. | am more connected to my profession, more invested in my
work, and more aware than ever of the incredible privilege and responsibility we have as Louisiana
Psychologists. | want to thank my fellow Board members, past and present, for their friendship, expertise,
and patience. | want to thank the Board staff and contractors, who are mostly behind the scenes and truly
make the Board run efficiently. Thank you for making it look easy when I know it’s not. One last thank you
specifically to Ms. Jaime Monic, LSBEP’s executive director. For five years, and especially this last year,
she has been my confidant, my advisor, the person who talks me down when I’m fired up (and vice versa),
and a veritable encyclopedia of knowledge of Louisiana Psychology. There is no one in this state more
knowledgeable about regulatory practices and no one who cares more about Louisiana Psychology than
Jaime Monic. All Louisiana Psychologists owe her a great deal of appreciation and respect. Thank you,
Jaime!

Finally, I want to encourage all Louisiana Psychologists, but especially those who have disagreed with me
or disagreed with decisions the Board has made, to run for a position. This is the reason | ran for the Board
back in 2016! | disagreed with the direction the Board had taken, and | wanted to participate rather than
complain from the sidelines. Cynicism, negativity, and apathy are the easy routes but are also boring and
unproductive. Get involved! Get elected and be accountable to the legislature, fellow Psychologists, and
Louisiana citizens! Be a problem solver and make a difference!

! L ouisiana House of Representatives Video Archives, May 4, 2021 at 2hr:30min:
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Video/VideoArchivePlayer?v=house/2021/may/0504 21 HW
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Remembering Governor Edwin W. Edwards

by Greg Gormanous

Trina Scott (now Edwards) graduated from LSU Alexandria with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. She
served as President of the LSUA Psychology Club. Through that connection and before his release, she asked
him to speak in Alexandria. Shortly after their wedding, Governor Edwards gave one of his first talks to the
Rotary Club (without a speaking fee which he joked about). But what occurred before this meeting captured
how EWE embodied the ideals and aspirations, and yes, the blemishes and imperfections, of our great state.
The caterer, John Ed Laborde of Marksville’s Panaroma Foods, had prepared some Avoyelles Parish specials.
With the media & hundreds of guests waiting, EWE insisted on going in the kitchen first — privately with no

media allowed. He authentically greeted each catering staff individually with “Where you from” and “Who's
your Family.” He was humbly elevating the servers above Rotarians and guests.

Because Senator Edwards sponsored Louisiana first psychology licensing law in 1964, I’ll briefly
psychologize. His life personifies three psychology currents: positive psychology which deals with optimizing
our lives in spite of human shortcomings; dialectical psychology which deals with contradictions and growth;
and resilience which is the spirit of Louisianans generally and Cajuns specifically. His sapient & sagacious
panoramic perspectives of Louisiana, with almost 500 guests present, resulted in his receiving three standing
ovations. And the Catering Staff of Marksville still talk about being authentically treated with dignity and
respect.

ACT No. 238 of the 2021 Regular Legislative Session

Relative to the La. State Board of Examiners of Psychologists to implement fees for certain services.

On June 11, 2021 House Bill 477 by Representative Joe Stagni was signed into law by Governor John Bel
Edwards becoming Act No. 238. This law establishes the authority for the LSBEP to charge an application
and renewal fee for assistants to psychologists; sponsors of continuing professional development seeking
preapproval; licensees seeking pre-approval of a continuing professional development course or activity;
admission fees for continuing professional development activities that are offered, sponsored or co-
sponsored by the Board; and places a cap on currently assessed fees for special services. Further, the Act
requires that the board adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act to implement the
provisions of the law.

The Board intends to work collaboratively with the Louisiana Psychological Association, the Louisiana
School Psychology Association and the Louisiana Association of Medical Psychologists to achieve
rulemaking to implement the provisions of Act 238. Individual licensees are also encouraged to submit
comments on any proposed rule which will be published in the Louisiana Register as well as the LSBEP
Website.

A special thanks to Representative Joe Stagni who sponsored this legislation for the LSBEP, recognizing
the need for the LSBEP to develop a foundation of sustainable revenue; and to Senator Jay Luneau who
carried HB 477 through the Senate.
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CONGRATULATIONS NEW LICENSEES!

March 2021
Sarah P. Fletcher, Ph.D. Lee N. Purvis, Ph.D. Jason Todd Epker, Ph.D.
Natalie R. Smith, Ph.D. Nanetta S. Payne, Ph.D. Rachael G. Foster, Psy.D.
John D. Meteer, Ph.D.

April 2021
Garet S. Edwards, Ph.D. Craig E. Anderson, Psy,D. Jeanette M. Edmonds, Ph.D.

May 2021
Courtney C. Gunn, Ph.D. Shannon S. Sanders, Ph.D. Jessica Hoffmann Picone, Ph.D.

LSBEP would also like to congratulate Dr. Amy Henke, current Board Chair, on her recent award for
Distinguished Service in Psychology. This award is awarded to one Psychologist yearly by the
Louisiana Psychological Association. Dr. Henke was nominated for her extensive work with LSBEP
and her advocacy for the LGBTQ+ community.

NOTICES

LICENSE RENEWALS FOR 2021-22:

License Renewals for 2021-22 are currently underway. ALL licenses will expire on July 31, 2021 unless renewed
by that date. You are required to report Continuing Professional Development for this renewal if your license number is
an ODD number. The cutoff for receiving CPD for this renewal period is JUNE 30, 2021. If you have not obtained
sufficient hours for your license renewal, it is not too late to file a 2021 Continuing Education Extension Application with
your 2021 Renewal Application. All fees must accompany your request.

Renew online today at: https://www.Isbepportal.com/Default.aspx!
Please EMAIL US at: admin.Isbep@Ia.gov if you are locked out due to too many attempts, you receive a message that
you are not eligible to renew online, or you have forgotten your password or login credentials.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

Due to LSBEP’s continuing response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Board Meetings will continue to be live streamed
via Zoom to allow for public attendance. Board Member attendance will be determined on a meeting by meeting
basis. Meeting notices, agendas and links to join are posted on the News page of the LSBEP Website.You may also
request to be added to the PUBLIC NOTICE email distribution list to receive this information directly by emailing
jaime.monic@la.gov.
LSBEP Board Meeting Dates:
* Friday, July 23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. — Board Meeting
e Friday, August 27, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. — Board Meeting
e Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. — Board Meeting
LSSP Committee Meeting Dates:
* Tuesday, August 31, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. — Committee Meeting: Licensed Specialist in School Psychology
* Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. — Committee Meeting: Licensed Specialist in School Psychology
* Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. Commlttee Meetlng Llcensed SpeCIallst in School Psychology
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BEST WISHES FROM THE LSBEP TEAM

BOARD MEMBERS
Chair: Amy M. Henke, Psy.D.

Vice Chair: Gina L. Gibson, Ph.D.
Member: Gregory Gormanous, Ph.D.
Member:Michelle B. Moore, Psy.D.
Public Member: D. Chance McNeely, MPA

Member: Shannae Harness, Ph.D.

PERSONNEL

Executive Director: Jaime T. Monic

Compliance Officer/Investigator: Justin Owens

Accountant: Valerie Dominique, CPA

General Counsel: Amy Groves Lowe

Prosecuting Attorney: Courtney P. Newton

Complaints Coordinators: Sasha J. Lambert, Ph.D. & Mark P. Vigen, Ph.D.

Investigators: Tony McCoy & Henry Richardson

Sherwood Oaks,

4334 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd.

Suite C-150 Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Phone: 225-295-8410 Website: www.Isbep.org Email: admin.Isbep@Ila.gov

LA R.S. 42.14.D. Public comments — In accordance with LA R.S. 42.14.D., the LSBEP shall allow public comments at any
point during a meeting of the LSBEP prior to action on an agenda item upon which a vote is to be taken. Individuals who
wish to comment on a matter must sign in and state their intent to comment on a matter.

La. R.S. 44:33.1 - In compliance with La. R.S. 44:33.1, the LSBEP hereby gives notice that information submitted to the
LSBEP may become public record pursuant to the provisions of Louisiana Public Records Law, La. R.S. 44:1, et seq.
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